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Introduction

» Cornea plays a critical role as a primary barrier against physical and
microbial threats, but its delicate nature makes it susceptible to injuries.
 Among these injuries, chemical keratitis (CK) has thoroughly been
described in humans,# 3 while literature in veterinary medicine, including
horses, is lacking.

Objectives

*To identify the prevalence of chemical keratitis in horses in a hospital Day 0
population in the UK.
*Describe the presenting findings, ophthalmic examination, management and

outcomes associated with chemical keratitis in horses.

Methods €
*Retrospective review of records.
*Horses diagnosed with CK between 2015 — 2025.
*History, presenting complaint, ophthalmic examination findings,
management, duration until resolution and outcome were reviewed.
*Descriptive statistics were used. Day 2

Results

Prevalence and Presentation Treatments y. L

» Eight cases — prevalence 3.1% * Median duration of treatment ; )

* All cases had a fluorescein was 8.5 days (range 3 -15 | o
positive superficial stroma corneal days). ' = 4
ulcer (8/8). Topical Treatments: £
The cause of the CK was due to * Topical antimicrobials (7/8) | —
latrogenic corneal contact with » Topical autologous serum ¥y , il
chlorhexidine and/or surgical spirit (3/8) | Day 8
(7/8) or anthelmintic paste (1/8). Systemic analgesia (8/8) |
Blepharospasm (4/4), chemosis * Flunixin meglumine (5/8)
(3/4), corneal oedema (2/4) and * Phenylbutazone (2/8)
third iris prolapse (1/4). * Suxibuzone (1/8)
Incomplete data on ophthalmic » Paracetamol (3/8)
examination findings for 4 cases. Temporary tarsorrhaphy (1/8)

Outcomes
« All cases (8/8) resolved with treatment with no corneal scarring or
opacities remaining. Day 11

Chemical keratitis from one case
and its response to management.

Conclusions Limitations

« Horses with CK develop large superficial stromal corneal ulcers. ] ﬁi@?ﬁé’%ﬁt{f ALY
 Early recognition and treatment with topical antimicrobials and
analgesia provides an excellent prognosis. References
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